
ORDINANCE NO. 1050           
 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ARTICLE 8 “SUPPLEMENTAL REGULATIONS”, SECTION 8.10 “RESIDENTIAL 
SOLAR PANELS” OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SPRINGFIELD, SARPY COUNTY, NEBRASKA; 
TO REPEAL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT; AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE EFFECTIVE DATE HEREOF. 
 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SPRINGFIELD, SARPY COUNTY, 
NEBRASKA: 
 
 Section 1.  Approval of Amendment to Zoning Ordinance.  On October 13, 2020, the Springfield 
Planning Commission conducted a public hearing on the matter of amending Section 8.10 of the zoning 
ordinance amending the title to Residential Solar Panels and reported a recommendation of approval to 
the City Council.  On October 20, 2020, the City Council held a public hearing on said proposed amendment 
to the zoning ordinance and found and determined that said proposed amendment to the zoning 
ordinance is advisable, in the best interests of the City, and consistent with the Comprehensive Plan.  The 
City Council further found and determined that public hearings were duly held and notices given.  
Therefore, the City Council hereby approves said proposed amendment to the zoning ordinance as set 
forth in this Ordinance.   
 
 Section 2.  Amendment to Zoning Ordinance.  Pursuant to Section 11.01 of the Springfield Zoning 
Ordinance, Section 8.10 is hereby amended as follows:  
 
Section 8.10 Residential Solar Panels 
 
No solar panel shall be constructed within the residential zoning jurisdiction of the City of Springfield 
unless a permit therefore is approved and issued by the building inspector and is constructed in 
conformance with the following requirements.  For those devices that include electrical, plumbing and 
heating constructions, the applicable permits shall also be obtained.  Solar panels shall meet the 
following requirements. 
 
8.10.01 Lot and Height Requirements: Solar panels shall conform to the required front, side, street side, 

and rear lot setback requirements except as provided herein: 
1. A solar panel which is attached to an integral part of the principal building may project three 

feet into the front yard and street side yard; six feet into the rear yard; and two feet into the 
side yard. 

2. A solar panel which is freestanding may be located only in the required rear yard provided it 
does not exceed six feet in height and is located not less than five feet from the rear lot line 
and not closer than one foot to any existing easement as measured from the closest point of 
the structure including its foundation and anchorage’s, nor shall the solar panel be located 
in the required side yard, front yard or street side yard. 

 
8.10.02 Structural Requirements: The physical structure and connections to existing structures shall 

conform to the applicable Springfield building codes. 
 
8.10.03 Plot Plan: The application for a permit shall be accompanied by a plot plan drawn to scale 

showing property lines, existing structures on the lot, proposed solar panel location with respect 
to property lines, and dimensions of the proposed solar panel. 

 



8.10.04 Permit Fee:  A permit fee is required.  This permit fee shall be paid prior to the issuance of the 
building permit.  The amount of the fee shall be as established in the Master Fee Schedule. 

 
8.10.05 Pre-existing Solar Panels:  Notwithstanding noncompliance with the requirements of this 

section, a solar panel erected prior to January 1, 2015, pursuant to a valid building permit issued 
by the City, may continue to be utilized so long as it is maintained in operational condition. 

 
 Section 3.  Repeal Ordinances in Conflict.  All other ordinances in conflict are hereby repealed. 
 
 Section 4.  Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after passage, 
approval and publication as provided by law. 
 
PASSED AND APPROVED THIS 20TH DAY OF OCTOBER, 2020. 
 
 
       ____________________________________ 
       Mayor 
 
(SEAL)   
 
 
Attest:   
 
 
____________________________________ 
City Clerk 


